The County Council's New Scheme Explained.
The London County Council's scheme for providing an ambulance service for London is now public property, the Report of the General Purposes Committee having been passed by the Council at its meeting on Tuesday, March 10. The steps leading up to the preparation of the present scheme have been alluded to in The Hospital on many occasions. It is sufficient here to say that after the rejection of the Asylums Board's scheme a special sub-committee of the General Purposes Committee was appointed to go into the whole matter, and the proposal now submitted to the Council is the result of their deliberations.
A Tentative Project.
The first striking feature in the scheme is its low cost. Tho General Purposes Committee put the expenditure for maintenance at from ?9,GOO to ?10,5C0 a year, but they are careful to add that the tentative scheme now brought forward, although they believe it will meet to a great extent the present need, will, in the future, need considerable enlargement.
Existing As it is felt that there are many points of resemblance* it is proposed that the service shall be controlled by the chief officer of the Fire Brigade, but the advice of the medical officer of health will be available an all questions relating to the medical side of the service. While the direction of the service is to be entrusted to the Fire Brigade Committee, it is intended that the ambulance service shall be regarded as separate from the Fire Brigade.
At as early a date as possible an officer is to be appointed at a salary of ?400 a year, rising to ?500 a year, who will be directly responsible to the chief officer of the Fire Brigade for the discipline and the effective working of the service. A telephone operative staff will be installed at the Central Station, the supervisor residing on the premises, and at each station there will be drivers and ambulance attendants.
It has not yet been decided whether one or two attendants, in addition to the driver, shall accompany the ambulance, as it depends whether a constable summoned to a street accident will accompany the injured person to the hospital. One day's rest in seven will be given to each man, and the rate of wages, which has not been fixed, will depend on whether the men are fully trained on entering or whether they have to be specially trained after engagement.
The adoption of petrol-driven vehicles is recommended. The bodies of the ambulances will be arranged to receive two patients in a prone position, and will be well ventilated, the interior being perfectly smooth and without sharp corners where dust could accumulate. It has been decided to adopt the dhooly type of stretcher, with the addition of an attachment to make the stretcher rigid when necessary.
The Financial Aspect. 
